i8o            UNIFORMITY OF MORAL LAWS            fyi

many influencing circumstances with which we are
ill acquainted if acquainted at all, that we are far
from being able to calculate the result of given
conditions.

If we look on the course of nature as the out-
come of the will of a Supreme Being, we are led
to conclude that at least as a rule He works by
uniform definite laws.

But when from matter, whether unorganised or
belonging to living things, and concerned in their
nutrition, growth, etc., we pass on to mind, and
consider results depending on the exercise of free
will, we enter a region in which at first sight it
might seem as if there could be no such thing as
laws at all. What can well be more arbitrary,
we might at first sight be disposed to say, more
exempt from all idea of law as producing definite
effects, than the action of the human will ?

And yet even as regards this we have plain
indication of the operation of law. Consider for
instance the statistics of crime. In a very large
population, living in a given social condition, there
is somewhat of a rough uniformity in the criminal
percentage one year with another. Yet what can
be more purely arbitrary than a criminal exercise of
the will ?

Suppose a person to throw a pair of fairly-made
dice a very great number of times in succession.